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M A N U S C R I P T A C C E P T E D ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT
2 "In truth memory no longer represents our past to us, it acts it" (Bergson, 1910, p. 93) .
In 1804 the philosopher Maine de Biran proposed the existence of three distinct kinds of memory with different properties, i.e. sensitive memory, representative (what we would call "declarative") memory and mechanical (similar to what we would today label "procedural") memory (Wilkinson & Jahanshahi, 2015) . Amnesiacs are often good at learning rules and procedures useful to acquire skills, even if they cannot retain the information resulting from applying them (e.g., Cohen & Squire, 1980) . This procedural/episodic dissociation, recently uncovered by neuropsychologists, has long been known by movie script writers, being a signature of most amnesia movies, including the improbable Random Harvest (directed by Mervyn LeRoy, 1942) whereby an amnesic war veteran takes up jobs as demanding as news reporter and later (after his -sic -second amnesia) is elected to Parliament. In Finding Nemo (2003) Michele, who, suddenly struck by amnesia, can nevertheless still play water polo as he used to. The same happens to Lucy, suffering from severe memory loss in 50 First Dates (2004) and, yet, who shows no problems in performing everyday procedures. As is the case with most amnesiacs, she was trapped in a time loop. Exactly as the extraordinary case of Mr. B, the "absolute man of the present" as Störring calls him (1936; Craver, Graham, & Rosenbaum, 2014) , who, due to carbon monoxide poisoning, could not retain any new information, however, his procedural memory appeared to be intact (Craver et al., 2014, p. 156).
The amnesic patient's sense of a never-ending present reverberates in the fragmentary structure of Memento (2000) . The film represents the amnesic syndrome of Sammy Jankis, a M A N U S C R I P T
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"guy who couldn't follow the plot of Green Acres any more" and yet "could do the most complicated things", like injecting insulin into his diabetic wife, "as long as he learned them before the accident and as long as he kept his mind on what he was doing". Unlike Sammy, H.M. had not only preserved his procedural memory, but was also capable of learning a variety of new procedural skills (Milner, 1962; Corkin, 1968) . With H.M., it became clear that "amnesic patients are not so forgetful as was once thought" (Warrington & Weiskrantz, 1970, p. 628) .
Adele: So what was your question?
Peter Appleton: I forget. A striking support of the procedural/episodic dissociation is observed any time dense amnesia affects people who use their procedural memory for professional goals (Wilkinson & Jahanshahi, 2015) . The case of an accomplished actor, AB, who became amnesic has been recently described (Kopelman & Morton, 2015) . "Memorizing becomes a big anxiety for stage actors going into their sixties and seventies" (The Humbling, P. Roth, 2009, J. Cape: London, p. 36). For AB it was even worse. Presented with passages from plays he had performed in the past, he did not explicitly recognize any of them nor did he have any autobiographical recall of having performed these passages before. Nonetheless, he showed a remarkable recall in relearning pieces he had previously performed, compared to new passages. Similarly, professional expertise reveals that preserved procedural knowledge could also be coupled with impaired semantics. Odysseus' talented sailors forgot their homeward way after having eaten the Lotus fruit, but they did not forget how to row. The cases of musician Clive Wearing (Wilson, Baddeley, & Kapur, 1995) and of cellist PM who was unable to recall any famous cellist but could still sight-read and play his cello (Finke, Esfahani, & Ploner, 2012) 
